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Executive Summary

Bicycling for transportation and recreation, and the need
for the infrastructure and policies to support it, is rapidly
increasing. This is particularly true in urban centers and
the close-in neighborhoods that surround them. Bicyclists
can be anyone: a local merchant, a student, a downtown
resident or a tourist. And as active lifestyles and urban living become more popular, the demand for bikeable places
increases steadily. Along with this, bicycling is an equitable
form of transportation that could enhance the transportation patterns of commuters for lower-income populations.
In addition to demand, bicycles can (and should) be an
important component of the transportation network within
urban neighborhoods. The spatial demands of motorized
vehicles take up precious developable land in downtowns
for parking lots or garages. Drivers circulating in search of
a parking space exacerbate congestion on already busy
streets. For many trips, especially short ones within urban districts or neighborhoods, the bicycle is the perfect
method of efficient and equitable transportation.
Urban place management organizations (UPMOs), such as
business improvement districts, can play an important and
effective role in improving conditions for bicycling, thus
improving conditions of safety and walkability.
Urban place management organizations are often the most
direct connection to stakeholders and decision makers

within their districts. As such, there are many opportunities
to facilitate change. This can range from capital infrastructure investments to simple advocacy.
This IDA Top Issues Council report describes three general
areas in which UPMOs can make significant contributions to
improving conditions for bicycling:

1

Informing and educating community stakeholders and local government officials about the
benefits of improved bicycle infrastructure and
support systems for bicyclists.

2

Advocating for improvements for bicycling and
partnering with other organizations and/or individuals already dedicated to this cause.

3

Encouraging and incentivizing bicycling through
the development of programs and collaboration
with local government, businesses and community partners.

This publication provides methods and examples relevant
to urban place management organizations, including case
studies and additional resources, on each of the three areas
listed above.
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