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Goals for Greening Lab Year 3

• Communications: Broaden 
engagement

• Existing partners: DID, Green 
Mpls, DMNA, MPRB, MWMO

• Seeking: General public

• Research: Maintain intensive 
monitoring of downtown street 
tree conditions

• Fine-grain data on 
performance of individual 
trees

• Support establishment of young 
trees with supplemental 
maintenance

• Advocate and coordinate
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Good news! We did it! 
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Outcomes

Survival rate of new street trees increases from 52% to 73%

Engagement
• Two Downtown Tree Census events attended by 70 people at The Commons & Peavey Plaza
• New tree tags: 241 new trees tagged, existing tags updated w/new phone # and all partner logos
• New text-a-tree content, including water quality content from MWMO
• Smart Salter training for property managers

Monitoring
• Documented condition of all trees in all 3,343 tree sites downtown
• Healthy trees: 2,750, 82%
• Remainder: Fair (361, 11%), Damaged (34, 1%), Dead (198, 6%)
• Average growth of trunk diameter for trees within DID: 1.4” (this is good!)

Maintenance
• Weekly watering of trees during establishment period
• Watering took place overnight to reduce costs
• Started weeks earlier than in the past – we believe this contributed to higher survival rate
• 241 trees in watering scope initially, down to 177 by end of summer 
• Soil Sensor pilot
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Demonstration of tree trunk measurement at Tree Census event







Soil sensor prototype



Soil sensor prototype data: Moisture, salinity, temperature



Thank you!
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