
Downtown businesses are particularly vulnerable to 
violent crime, theft, vandalism, and extortion — theft 
is 3.5x more likely in downtown cores. These issues 
erode business and consumer confidence while 
hindering commercial and residential development.

As the government brings forward new public safety 
legislation, including measures on bail reform and repeat 
offenders, IDA Canada is calling for a multi-partisan 
approach that includes direct consultation with Business 
Improvement Areas (BIAs) and the downtown business 
community to ensure federal policy reflects the realities 
on the ground.

The International Downtown Association, Canada (IDA Canada) is a national coalition representing business 
improvement associations across the country that manage and support Canada’s downtowns, our commercial 
and cultural centres. IDA Canada advocates for policies and investments that create safe, vibrant, and 
economically resilient downtowns as key drivers of Canada’s one economy.

WHO WE ARE

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

Challenge Action Needed

A Multi-Partisan Solution to Address Rising Crime in Canada’s Downtown

Canada’s economic engines:
75% of Canada’s GDP is 

generated by downtowns and 
surrounding urban areas.

Challenges:
45% drop in foot traffic from 

pre-COVID levels.

Positioned for growth:
17.4% GDP growth in major 

downtowns since 2020.

IDA CANADA’S RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
TO BUILD VIBRANT AND RESILIENT DOWNTOWNS ACROSS CANADA.








