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IDA Canada’s Recommendations 
 

Recommendation #1: Incentivize Development in Economically Essential 
Downtown & Main Street Areas by Establishing a Nationally Consistent Pathway 
for BIA-led Downtown & Main Street Infrastructure Projects to Access Federal 
Funding.  

 

Recommendation #2: In Coordination with Provincial and Territorial 
Authorities, Launch a Comprehensive Federally Led Action Plan to Address 
Homelessness and Addiction in Downtowns & Main Streets Across Canada. 

 
Recommendation #3: Support the Implementation of Bill C-14, The Bail 
Sentencing Reform Act, by Committing Sizeable Investments into Community 
Safety within Canadian Downtowns. 
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL DOWNTOWN  
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (IDA CANADA) 

The International Downtown Association of Canada (IDA Canada) is a national coalition 
comprised of more than 500 Business Improvement Associations representing over 250,000 
business and property owners across the country. Together, our members represent and 
provide for the commercial districts that act as the engine of Canada’s economic growth: it’s 
downtowns & main streets.  

In accordance with IDA Canada’s belief that strong, resilient downtowns and main streets are 
foundational to a strong Canada, we advocate on behalf of these districts to provide businesses 
and residents the best possible circumstances for growth and opportunity. Canada’s 
downtowns are our country’s hubs for employment, investment, housing development and 
entrepreneurship. Beyond their economic contribution, downtowns and main streets are where 
Canada’s national identity come to life, serving as places where Canadians gather, celebrate 
and experience their communities. When these spaces are successful, their benefits extend well 
beyond their geographic boundaries, they encourage investment, stimulate innovation and 
define and develop their surrounding communities as well.  

Despite their importance, there are persistent downtown-specific challenges that are seriously 
damaging these spaces’ ability to attract investment and bring Canadians together.  

IDA Canada’s mission is to work with decision-makers in the federal government to find 
solutions to these downtown-specific challenges, while considering the residents, local 
businesses and visitors of our downtowns & main street areas. 

As the federal government continues to focus on strengthening Canada’s productivity, 
competitiveness and long-term economic growth, IDA Canada believes that investing in the 
health and resilience of the country’s downtowns should remain an important part of that 
agenda.  

 

Recommendation #1: Incentivize Development in Economically Essential 
Downtown & Main Street Areas by Establishing a Nationally Consistent Pathway 
for BIA-led Downtown & Main Street Infrastructure Projects to Access Federal 
Funding. 

Despite their economic and cultural importance, Canadian downtowns & main streets face 
persistent challenges tied to underinvestment in public infrastructure, and a declining quality in 
shared spaces. These challenges have led to a deterioration in the spaces that give Canada its 
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economic advantage; their downtowns. This has led to less foot-traffic, an entrepreneurial 
draught, and less overall demand in the heart of the Canadian economy.  

With the belief that Canadian downtowns are the driving force of Canada’s productivity and 
economic growth, more needs to be done to ensure that these spaces receive the small-scale, 
street level investments they need to remain attractive places to work, live and visit. 

The inclusion of ‘Small Projects’ within the Build Communities Strong Fund (BCSF) is a strong 
policy measure which strengthens the economic competitiveness of communities, but more 
needs to be done to ensure that the BCSF invests in the areas and communities that serve as 
Canada’s economic engine - downtowns.   

IDA Canada recommends the federal government ensures that BIA-led projects can 
meaningfully access this investment by providing flexible application and cost-sharing 
requirements appropriate for community organizations.  

This can be accomplished by:  

• Direct all Regional Development Agencies administering the Small Projects stream to 
explicitly recognize BIAs as eligible recipients across Canada. 

• Establish a simplified application process for small BIA-led projects, particularly projects 
below $500,000, with application requirements proportionate to the size and risk of the 
investment. 

• Provide greater flexibility in federal cost-sharing requirements for smaller BIA-led 
projects. 

This would allow the federal government to invest directly into local, community-led 
initiatives such as:  

• Public realm infrastructure projects to revitalize deteriorating public services.  
• Projects that enhance the livability and vibrancy of downtown areas.  
• Community spaces for events and festivals to stimulate economic activity and tourism.  
• Streetscaping and placemaking initiatives that enhance public safety and community 

vibrancy.  
• Advance green adaptation within community infrastructure.  

These initiatives can be accelerated by targeting BIAs projects directly, empowering local actors 
who are deeply committed to advancing projects aimed at creating resilient, and vibrant 
downtown communities. 
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Recommendation #2: In Coordination with Provincial and Territorial 
Authorities, Launch a Comprehensive Federally Led Action Plan to Address 
Homelessness and Addiction in Downtowns & Main Streets Across Canada.  

With mental health, addition and homelessness concerns being especially prevalent in 
Canadian downtowns, IDA Canada urges the federal government to take a meaningful step in 
addressing Canada’s ongoing homelessness and addictions crisis by launching a federally led 
Action Plan in collaboration with relevant provincial and territorial authorities.  
 
As leading stakeholders in Canadian downtowns, and with many of our BIA members either 
involved in partnerships or directly funding initiatives aimed at supporting un-housed persons 
in their districts, many IDA Canada members are on the frontlines of Canada’s mental health & 
addictions crisis. Our members have reported from coast-to-coast that this crisis is deepening in 
downtown areas across the country, with repeated efforts from our BIA’s, mental health and 
addiction support agencies, and all levels of government yielding little to no results. 
 
For many downtowns and main streets, the current situation is untenable. Individuals 
experiencing severe mental illness, addiction and chronic homelessness are too often cycling 
between shelters, hospitals, emergency services, law enforcement and the street without 
receiving the sustained care and support necessary to improve their circumstances. 
 
IDA Canada believes there is a need for a broader national discussion about whether existing 
support frameworks provide health professionals, social-service providers and families with the 
appropriate tools to intervene when an individual is experiencing severe deterioration and may 
no longer be able to fully appreciate the risks to their own health and safety.  
 
IDA Canada therefore recommends the Federal Government Takes the Following Steps: 

• Increase federal investment in treatment, supportive housing and community-based 
mental health and addictions services so that legal intervention, where appropriate, is 
connected to meaningful care and long-term support. 

• Tie federal funding to provinces and territories to real, measurable outcomes in 
downtown & main street communities to ensure support programs are effective and 
minimize waste.  

• Develop nationally informed best practices for early intervention, with the goal of 
helping vulnerable individuals access appropriate care before they reach a point of 
severe deterioration. 

• Launch a comprehensive federal-provincial-territorial review on the legal systems 
definitions of concepts such as consenting to care and serious risk of harm to ensure 
that support services are able to assist those who truly need it.  

 
IDA Canada believes with leadership from the federal government, a more coordinated and 
compassionate approach can be developed that will better support vulnerable Canadians while 
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also reducing the strain that unmanaged mental health, addictions and homelessness crises 
place on communities.  
 

Recommendation #3: Support the Implementation of Bill C-14, The Bail 
Sentencing Reform Act, by Committing Sizeable Investments into Community 
Safety within Canadian Downtowns. 

As one of the leading stakeholders in the development and passing of Bill C-14, IDA Canada 
recommends that the federal government makes substantial investment in the implementation 
of the Bail Sentencing Reform Act.  

Downtown communities are among the most affected by public safety concerns. The high levels 
of crime, public disorder and general uncertainty about safety in Canadian downtowns across 
the country has serious effects on both the business community and livability of these areas.  

These symptoms are being felt by downtowns nationally:  

• Montréal: In 2025, 74% of downtown workers surveyed believed safety on Montréal's 
public transit network had deteriorated.  

• Vancouver: 47% of Vancouver Metro Area residents reported visiting their downtown 
less frequently because of increased crime and violence. 

• Calgary: In the City's 2025 Spring Survey of Calgarians, 94% agreed that the City should 
be doing more to address safety issues downtown.  

• Toronto: 64% of respondents to University of Toronto School of Cities research reported 
that their sense of safety downtown had declined over the previous year.  

• Halifax: The Halifax Regional Municipality's 2024 Resident Survey found that only 37% 
of residents felt safe walking alone in Downtown Halifax at night. 

These issues affect more than the livability of downtown areas; they also represent a significant 
barrier to Canada’s economic performance. Their effects are felt by restaurants, retailers, 
entertainment venues, tourism operators and thousands of other businesses that depend on 
consistent pedestrian traffic and vibrant public spaces. Beyond their direct impact on Canada’s 
retail and service sectors, persistent public safety concerns can suppress commercial activity 
and employment growth by increasing operating and security costs, contributing to higher 
commercial vacancy rates and discouraging new businesses and private investment from 
locating in downtown communities. 

This is a national problem, requiring federal leadership and appropriate partnerships with 
provincial and municipal levels of law enforcement.   

In order to address these challenges, IDA Canada calls on the federal government to: 
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• Federal funding for more Crown prosecutors and court capacity to reduce case backlogs 
and support the effective implementation of Bill C-14.  

• Provide direct federal funding to municipalities in key downtown areas to hire more 
police officers and expand frontline enforcement capacity.  

• Increase RCMP support for local policy services through joint investigations, intelligence 
sharing and specialized enforcement resources.   

As the national association representing Canada’s downtowns, we are advocating for these 
changes to ensure that downtowns can continue to benefit Canada’s economy, community, and 
way of life. From local businesses and cultural institutions to public spaces and gathering places, 
downtowns remain the economic, cultural, and social engines of cities, towns, and 
neighbourhoods. 

 

Resources:  
1.Statistics Canada, Mapping the importance of urban and rural economies in Canada: 

Experimental grid square-based gross domestic product and gross domestic income, 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/36-28-0001/2025004/article/00003-eng.htm 

2.Statistics Canada, Characteristics of police-reported crime in rural areas in Canadian 

provinces, 2023, https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2025001/article/00005-
eng.htm 

3. Angus Reid Institute, Canadian Dream? High housing costs have two-in-five recent 

immigrants saying they may leave province (or Canada), 
https://angusreid.org/canadainterprovincial-migration-housing-crisis-immigration/ 

4. HRR Reporter, Downtown foot traffic lags in Canada’s largest cities even with RTW: report, 

https://www.hrreporter.com/focus-areas/culture-and-engagement/downtown-foot-traffic-
lagsin-canadas-largest-cities-even-with-rtw-report/392943 

 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/36-28-0001/2025004/article/00003-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2025001/article/00005-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2025001/article/00005-eng.htm
https://angusreid.org/canadainterprovincial-migration-housing-crisis-immigration/
https://www.hrreporter.com/focus-areas/culture-and-engagement/downtown-foot-traffic-lagsin-canadas-largest-cities-even-with-rtw-report/392943
https://www.hrreporter.com/focus-areas/culture-and-engagement/downtown-foot-traffic-lagsin-canadas-largest-cities-even-with-rtw-report/392943
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