
BACKING INTERNATIONAL  
SMALL RESTAURANTS
2025 GRANT AWARDEE HIGHLIGHT

HENRY VIII ALE HOUSE 
TORONTO, CANADA

Henry VIII Ale House is a welcoming neighborhood pub in Toronto’s Kingsway district, known for its wide selection of craft 
beers, ciders, and classic pub fare. With its cozy atmosphere and strong local following, it serves as both a casual dining 
spot and a gathering place for residents and visitors alike.

In recent years, the Ale House has faced mounting challenges, including inflation, rising supply and utility costs, and a 
tightening labor market. These pressures have required careful adjustments to staffing, menu offerings, and day-to-day 
operations. Despite this, Henry VIII Ale House has remained deeply rooted in its community. It hosts live music twice a 
week, supporting local artists, and organizes an annual holiday fundraiser for the Fred Victor Centre, bringing together 
patrons and neighbors to support individuals experiencing homelessness.

In 2025, Henry VIII Ale House was one of 20 restaurants across Canada to receive a $20,000 CAD Backing International 
Small Restaurants grant, enabling key upgrades to both its physical space and operations. The pub restored its exterior 
signage, improving visibility and reinforcing its presence on the street, while interior upgrades, including new seating 
and kitchen flooring, enhanced both functionality and the customer experience.
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Exterior signage restored to improve visibility 
and street presence.

Updated seating area creating a more comfortable pub 
experience.

“Backing International Small Restaurants” is an International Downtown Association Foundation grant program, supported 
by American Express, that aims to help restaurants to grow, recover, and support their local communities.

https://www.henryviiialehouse.com/

