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L’Officine Paris is a convivial gathering place for local residents and a small but important hub of neighborhood life. 
Set in a historic former pharmacy, the restaurant serves French cuisine inspired by seasonal ingredients, while carefully 
preserving the character of its past. Before becoming L’Officine, the space operated as a restaurant called La Pharmacie, 
and owner Jean-Baptiste Houard retained the entire staff when relaunching the business, ensuring continuity for both 
employees and regular customers.

Operating in a heritage space brings both charm and challenge. Ongoing infrastructure and maintenance needs require 
steady investment. L’Officine received a €13,000 Backing International Small Restaurants grant, which allowed the team 
to focus on improvements to the exterior.

The grant supported the design and installation of new façade signage that reflects the building’s early 1900s pharmacy 
roots. Created by a local artisan using traditional techniques, the updated signage strengthens the restaurant’s identity 
and reinforces its connection to the neighborhood’s history. It has also increased street visibility, helping attract both 
passersby and returning customers, and further positioning L’Officine as a distinctive wine bar and dining destination.

For Houard, the project carried deep significance. “This project meant a great deal to us, and it honestly would not 
have come to life without the support of the grant,” he shared. “These signs represent much more than a simple façade 
change. They bring the restaurant’s identity and history back to life. Since their installation, we’ve seen people stop to 
look, neighbors come over to comment, and customers take photos. It’s been incredibly moving.”
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Historic façade featuring new artisan-crafted signage inspired by the building’s 
pharmacy heritage.

Enhancing the building’s charm 
with traditional techniques.

“Backing International Small Restaurants” is an International Downtown Association Foundation grant program, supported 
by American Express, that aims to help restaurants to grow, recover, and support their local communities.

https://www.officine-restaurant.com

